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2. RESCUE STORIES (5–10 mins) 
 
After the drama/story discuss what Bible stories show how God helps people.  (If you 
used the drama you might ask what stories would help B to stop feeling miserable?) 
Showing there are lots of rescue stories helps make the point that God rescuing us from 
trouble is not a one-off thing. God does it all the time! Ask if the children know any stories 
where God helps us. Here are some examples:  
 
• The story of the Great Escape from slavery told in Exodus. (God uses Moses to lead 

his people to freedom. God defeats the pharaoh. God does not forget us.) 
• The story of Joseph and his brothers (God’s plans are long term – Joseph sold as a 

slave into Egypt, but disaster turns into blessing. God does not let us down.) 
• Prodigal Son. (Even when we’ve let God down, he’ll stand by us if we turn to him. God 

loves us and does not leave us.) 
• Abraham and Sarah. (Isaac is born in their old age. God keeps his promise.) 
• Jesus calms the storm. (Jesus rescues the disciples. God rescues us.) 
• Feeding of the 5,000. (Jesus fed the hungry people. God takes care of us.) 
• The story of Ruth. (Ruth puts her own life on hold for Naomi and God takes care of 

Ruth by leading her to meet a new husband. God leads us where we need to go. God 
loves us and gives us good things.) 

 
Lions in Babylon 
Use the story of Daniel in lion’s den to illustrate how God rescued Daniel when he was 
faithful to God. Daniel was captive in Babylon and remained completely faithful to God, 
even though this meant he would end up facing the lions!  Tell the story in Daniel Ch 6. 
 
 
3. CRAFT ACTIVITY 
 
Rain/Snow decorations 
 
God’s Word is compared to rain or snow falling on the earth to help things grow. 
Take copies of the Bible verses in the ‘Growing’ list (see Bible Grow Verses below) and 
let the children stick these on snowflake/raindrop shapes. Hang the snowflake/raindrop 
shapes on a thread or piece of string. Hang them in the windows or from the ceiling.  
 
The Bible verses could be ready printed. Have plenty of verses to look at and choose 
from. Why not put the printed slips into a Bible at the pages they come from and make the 
connection between the book and the verse? Talk about the verses your group chooses. 
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4. PALM PRAYERS (15 mins) 
 
Demonstrate then assist your group to make newspaper palm trees to use in your 
prayers. 
Take two sheets of newspaper. Lay one down flat then put the other on top so that the 
left hand page of the top sheet covers the right hand page of the bottom sheet (i.e. both 
sheets of newspaper together are now three pages wide). 
Beginning at either single-page end, roll the paper into a tube. Secure the loose ends 
with sellotape/masking tape. 
Starting at the top of the tube, make four cuts (through all the surfaces) to about half-way 
down the tube. Now set them aside until after the prayer. 
 
Prayer 
Explain: When you say Loving God, the children answer: we can count on you. 
 
Loving God we can count on you. 
We thank you because you are always there. 
Loving God we can count on you. 
We thank you because you love us. 
We thank you because you care about us. 
Loving God we can count on you. 
We thank you for making things grow 
For the seeds in the earth 
And for the rain which waters them.  
Loving God we can count on you. 
Thank you for the flowers that grow in gardens 
For the food which grows in farmers’ fields. 
Loving God we can count on you. 
We thank you for the special stories 
And special sayings in the Bible. 
Loving God we can count on you 
Help us to be your good people 
Help us to grow strong in our hearts 
Full of love for you and for your world. Amen. 
 
Now pick up your tree-tubes and beginning from the centre, gently pull up the paper. 
Watch the tree grow.  
 
5. RAIN FOREST (5 mins) A little extra... 
If you have time, use it to make extra trees and put these in a vase/bucket. Hang 
snowflakes/raindrops complete with verses above them. Put up a sign/ label on the 
bucket ‘God’s Word makes us grow!’  
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